THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
with Abyssinia to allow the Abyssinian Emperor to
supply himself with the arms he needed in self-
defence. Italy manufactures her own munitions and
Abyssinia does not possess a single munitions factory.
The argument was that by denying Abyssinia arms
'conciliation' was more likely to succeed.
What answer could be given to the Note of August
I4th from the Abyssinian Government to the League?
The Royal Italian Government is continuing to send
troops and ammunidon to East Africa* It is ceaselessly
manufacturing arms and implements of war, with the
openly avowed intention of using them against the
Ethiopian Empire. There is no manufacture in Ethio-
pia, either public or private, of arms and munitions of
war. The Imperial Ethiopian Government to-day
finds it absolutely impossible to obtain means of de-
fence outside its own frontiers. Wherever it attempts
to obtain them it meets with prohibitions and export
embargoes,
Is that real neutrality ? Is it just ? Will the Council
remain unmoved in face of this situation, which is
steadily growing worse? Will it allow this unequal
contest to continue between two members of the League
of Nations, one of which is all-powerful, is in a posi-
tion to employ, and has declared that it is employing,
all its resources in preparing for aggression, while the
other, weak and pacific and mindful of its international
obligations, is deprived of the means ol organising the
defence of its territory and very existence, both of which
are precious to it? Will the Council assume responsi-
bility in the eyes of the world for allowing preparations
to continue unchecked for the massacre of a people
who constitute a menace to none?
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